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Chapter 1

The Need for World Federation

For | dipt into the future, far as human eye could see,
Saw a Vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be;

Till the war-drum throbb’d no longer, and
the battle-flags were furled
In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the world.
There the common sense of most shall hold
a fretful realmin awe,
And the kindly earth shall slumber, lapt in universal law.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson,
Locksley Hall, 1842

Advancing technology has been the crucia factor in drawing together the globd village.
Two centuries ago, a traveller might have covered fifty miles in a day in a horse-drawn
carriage. Nowadays, he or she can travel haf way around the world in the same time by air.
Two centuries ago, letters carried by saling-ship might take a month to get from Europe to
America; but now, messages travel a the speed of thought anywhere around the globe, by
telephone, fax, or email - provided that the lineisn't busy.

The result has been a staggering increase in the volume of internationd travel and trade.
The number of internationa visitors to France each year is now about the same as the tota
population. People in the affluent modern world think nothing of going to Bdi or Hawaii or
the Bermudas for a holiday, or vigiting Los Angeles to take their children to Disneyland, or
popping over the Channd to do a bit of shopping in London. A man may have his breskfast
in New York, and his dinner in Los Angeles, while his luggage sails serendly on, perhaps, to
Oska, Japan. A businessman will routindly fly off to atrade fair in Hamburg or Tokyo, and
an academic will attend an internationa conference in Sicily or Singapore.

At any of these professona conferences or conventions, people from al over the globe
meet on an equd footing. Outstanding talent may emerge in men and women of any race or
creed. In the field of theoretical physics, for example, the Nobe- Prize winning leeders of the
fidd have induded a Jewish- American, Richard Feynman, and a Chinese- American, Chen
Ning Yang, as wdl as a Pakistani, Abdus Sdam, and an Itdian, Enrico Fermi. All are united
in asngle great enterprise, the advancement of human knowledge. All accept the same basic
set of principles, and dl gpesk the same jargon, expressed in the universal language cdled
‘broken Englidh'. The same dtuation holds in other academic or professond fields
medicine, or architecture, or even law.

The increasing speed of travel and communication is drawing people ever closer together
into a single worldwide community, the aforesaid globd village. At the same time, however,
many difficult issues and problems are emerging which affect al of the villagers in common,
and which redly demand a common approach if they are to be tackled effectively. Hence
the need for a‘village council’. Let us examine some of these issues more closdly.
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Peace and Security

As civilized nations have advanced in knowledge, the weapons of war have progressively
become more powerful and more deadly. From bows and arrows to cannons and missiles,
and from gunpowder to nuclear warheads, the destructive power available to the military
machine has increased to amogt unimaginable levels. At the height of the Cold War, the
USA and the Soviet Union between them possessed some 50,000 nuclear warheads of
various types, with atotal explosive capacity equivaent to about four tons of TNT for every
person on earth." Considering that on average it took about one ton of TNT to kill
somebody in World War 11, it became at leest a mathematicd possibility that a full-scale
nuclear war, with the consequent radioactive fdlout and nuclear winter, might destroy dl
human life on earth. It would certainly have been the grestest Sngle disaster ever to befdl
human civilization. We were faced with the grotesque possibility that a single technician a
the touch of a button could literdly destroy a city, and incinerate hundreds of thousands of
other human beings. The joke has been carried a little too far, and for most reasonable
people the idea of war between the superpowers has become unthinkable. As both Mikhall
Gorbachev and Ronald Reagan agreed, “nuclear war cannot be won, and must never be
fought”. The world would be a very much safer place if we could diminate nuclear weapons
entirdy.

When Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in the Soviet Union, a new and hopeful erain
internationd relations was begun. The Cold War was ended, and for the first time some
nuclear weapons were actualy removed or destroyed. Intermediate range missles have
been removed from Europe under the INF Treaty, and under the START Tresgties the
grategic nuclear forces of the US and the former USSR are due to be cut by a factor of
two-thirds by the year 2003. The popular demands for nuclear dissrmament have finaly hed
SomMe SUCCESS.

It must be recognized, however, that this is not the end of the business. We cannot rid
oursalves permanently of these wegpons smply by throwing them away. As many people
have pointed out, the alom bomb cannot be uninvented, and a nation can aways build new
ones if it wants to. At the present time, there is a continued danger of ‘horizonta
proliferation’. India and Pekistan have just recently declared themsdves openly as
possessors of nuclear wegpons, and Irag, Iran and Libya have dso attempted to acquire
them. There have even been warnings that terrorist organizations might try to get hold of
them. To guard againg these posshilities, and to ensure their own security, each of the
superpowers will fed obliged to keep a ‘minimum deterrent’ of a few hundred or a few
thousand warheads. Even when the START Tresties are fully implemented, the remaining
nuclear sockpiles will gill amount to one ton of TNT equivadent for every human being on
earth; and in times of renewed internationa tenson, these stockpiles could well begin to
grow again.

An example of this process was seen between the two World Wars. People were so
sckened by the daughter in the trenches of the First World War that they determined to
“end war forever”. Some mgor disaomament agreements were signed, including the
Washington Nava Agreement of 1922, which actudly provided for the destruction of new
battleships being completed on the dipways. Yet when Hitler rose to power in Germany,
and the nations of Europe felt themselves under threet, they rushed to rearm once more.
Thus disarmament is not by itsdf the answer to our problem, dthough it is a sep in the right
direction.

So how can we rid oursalves, once and for al, of the menace of nuclear ams? The
answer to this question is the same for nuclear wegpons as it isfor any other sort of weapon,
and has been known for centuries. The argument runs as follows.

First one must ask, why do nations fedl a need for these wegpons? Why do they spend
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something gpproaching one trillion dollars annually on armaments? This money is not spent
frivoloudy or for no good reason. The firgt duty of any government is to provide for the
security of the nation. Each country therefore feels obliged to purchase wespons and
maintain its amed forces a a prudent level, in case some threat of war or some dispute
should arise with another country.

To get rid of these wegpons, one must first be able to guarantee the security of each
nation without them. In other words, it must be guaranteed that if a dispute should arise
between two or more nations, for any reason whatever, then it can be settled by peaceful
means, without the use of weagpons. Only then will the nations fed safe enough to lay down
their arms.

How can peaceful settlements be achieved in internationa disputes? Mechanisms are
needed to provide conciliation and mediation services between the parties, in an atempt to
bring them to an agreement amongst themsdaves. At the present time, such services are
usudly provided on an ad hoc basis, by aroving American Secretary of State for example.
Henry Kissinger shuttled back and forth in an atempt to broker a peace ded between Israel
and Egypt, and in 1997-1998 the U.S. negotiator Dennis Ross tried to keep the peace
process dive between the Isradis and the Pdedtinians. In the last resort, however, if al
mediation attempts fail and the protagonists ill cannot reach an agreement, then a peaceful
settlement can only be guaranteed by a process of adjudication. That is, some impartid
court or tribuna must be set up which can judge between the nations in dispute, make a
binding decison on the issue in question, and impose a peaceful settlement.

Hence one is led inevitably to postulate a complete framework of international law. A
tribuna or court is needed, as outlined above, to arbitrate between nations in dispute; but
the decisions of the court cannot be made in a vacuum, or a the whim of the tribuna
members. They must be based upon an agreed set of principles or laws. These laws can
only be established by some sort of international assembly or parliament. And in the last
resort, if some nation should refuse to accept the judgement of the court, or smply invades
the territory of somebody else, then there needs to be some sort of internationd police force
or security force to enforce the law. We need to replace the “law of force” by the “force of
law”.

Adding these dements together, one finds the outline of nothing less than a world
government. The most naturd form of such a government would be a loose association of
the presently exigting nationstates making up a world federation, somewhat dong the lines
of the present European Union.

This line of argument was strongly urged by Albert Eingtein® In my opinion the only
salvation for civilization and the human race lies in the creation of a world
government, with security of nations founded upon law. As long as sovereign states
continue to have separate armaments and armament secrets, new world wars will be
inevitable.”

If aworld federation can eventualy be set up, and an effective system of internationd law
established, then any need for nuclear wegpons will have disgppeared, and it will be possble
to abolish them completdly. In the long run, we can even look for the abolition of organized
warfare itsdf. War is an archaic and primitive way of settling an argument, and should have
no place in a civilized modern society. This happy date of affairs is not going to be reached
overnight; but it is by no means an impossible dream. Already there are many instances of
the increasing functiona co-operation between nations which will help to bring it about.

WORLD FEDERATION

v

INTERNATIONAL LAW
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Figure 1. The argument for world federation. In order to get rid of nuclear weapons
permanently, one must be able to guarantee that international disputes can be settled
peacefully. This requires an effective system of international law, which implies a
world federation.

It hardly needs saying that the present United Nations cannot fulfill this role. The
foundation of the UN was a mgor step towards a system of common security, and its
peacekeeping functions are of inestimable value. The Secretary-Generd aso plays an
important part as a mediator in many internationa conflicts. But the UN is not a world
government, and was never intended as such. Ultimately, a much more powerful
organization is needed to provide an adequate guarantee of internationa security.

The Environment

In recent years, people have become more and more aware that the resources of the
earth are limited, and that our globa environment is being degraded to an darming degree.
One of the firgt harbingers of danger was Rache Carson, who warned in her book The
Slent Spring that the use of toxic chemicas such as DDT in the countryside was causing
widespread dedtruction of birds and wildlife. There has been a depressing litany of
subsequent disasters.

The atmosphere is perhaps the most fragile component of the environment, because its
totd mass is relatively smdl. The fumes from power stations and factories are releasing
oxides of sulphur and nitrogen into the air, which are washed out again in the form of ‘acid
ran’. This acid rain is killing aguatic life in ponds and lakes, killing trees in forests, and even
crumbling the stone of buildingsin our cities.

It has been discovered that chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which we have dso been
releasing into the atmosphere, have begun edting away the ozone layer. CFCs are inert
gases used in ar-conditioning and refrigeration systems, but when they drift up into the
upper amosphere they are activated by light from the Sun, and begin to catdyze the
chemicd reduction of ozone. As aresult, the total amount of ozone is estimated to befdling
by haf a percent per annum. Since it is ozone which protects us from the ultraviolet rays of
the Sun, we can expect to see arisng incidence of skin cancers and ecologica damage as a
result.

By burning coa and ail, and cutting down forests, we are also releasing carbon dioxide
and other greenhouse gases a an darming rate. The tota amount of carbon dioxide in the
amosphere is risng deadily, and is expected to double in the next century. These
greenhouse gases act as athermd blanket, and tend to increase the average temperature, via
the ‘greenhouse effect’. The earth’'s mean surface temperature has increased by 0.5° Cin
the last century, and is predicted by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to rise
by afurther 1 to 3.5° C in the next century.” This will cause glaciers and polar ice-caps to
melt and contract, and the mean sea-levd to rise by an estimated haf a metre. There will
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a0 be a substantia shift in weether patterns. Until recently, nobody would have dreamed
that human activities could have such dragtic effects on the weather systems of the entire
earth.

Therrivers, lakes and oceans of the world are vast, but we have aso reached the limits of
thar redlience. Marine life seems particularly vulnerable. Severa gpecies of whaes have
been hunted to the verge of extinction, and al around the world stocks of fish are
disgppearing rapidly, as fishermen destroy their own livelihood by overfishing. The globa
catch of gish pesked a 89 million tonnesin 1989, and has since declined to 85 million tonnes
in 1995,

Pollution of rivers and coasta waters is a mgor problem. Some waterways are little
better than open sewers. One finds faeces, plastic syringes and other rubbish bobbing in the
waves off Bondi beach in Sydney, or Fire Idand in New York. The Adriatic Sea suffers
from ‘red tides, detergent foam and other serious dgns of pollution. The Aral Sea has
haved in Sze due to diverson of its feedwaters.

Ladly, there is the soil under our feet. The earth is groaning under the task of supporting
its human population. The forests are disgppearing worldwide at the rate of 11 million
hectares per year, an area the size of Belgium or lowa. In arid aress particularly, the soil is
being eroded due to over-farming or over-grazing. Topsoil isbeing lost 20 to 40 times faster
than it is being replaced, and large areas of farmland are being reduced to desart. As a
result, garvation is endemic in regions such as the Sahd, south of the Sahara.

To divert somewhat from the main line of argument, there can be little doubt that the root
cause of most of these problems is over-population, combined with indudtridization. Human
numbers have increased to a point where most of the fertile land of the planet has been
taken up for agriculture, leaving hardly any room for other species of wildlife to survive. One
of the great, dow tragedies of modern times is the crowding of many anima species into
extinction, never to be seen again. The human population is dready 6 billion, ad is
projected to double again to between 12 and 15 hillion people by the year 2100. No doubt
it will be technicaly possible to flog the earth into supporting this huge population; but in the
long run we should probably be aming to reduce the population to (say) half its present
leve, ingtead. The living space per person is aready redricted: in Japan, there are hotel
‘rooms where you cannot stand upright, but have to crawl insde like a rabbit. One recent
sudy at Cornell Universigy has estimated the population which the earth can comfortably
sudtain at 2 billion people.

Action must be taken to hat and reverse these continuing disasters. Even Margaret
Thatcher eventualy turned ‘green’ enough to demand savation for the ozone layer. The
main point to emphasize here is that these environmental problems affect everybody dlike,
and demand a collective response. We al breathe the same air, and to halt the greenhouse
effect we are al going to have to stop producing so much carbon dioxide. It does no good
for a 9ngle person to give up driving his car to work if the rest of us continue burning fossl
fud as usud. Lester Brown, the head of the Worldwatch Inditute, remarks “Ozone
depletion, climate change, and oceanic pallution Smply cannot be solved a the nationa
level. Indeed, a world in which countries go their own way may not be worth living in.”’
Solutions to these worldwide problems can only be found by means of internationa
agreements, with everybody acting in concert.

Thisis dready happening to some extent. The Internationd Whaing Commission, for
ingtance, has set quotas on the numbers of whaes that may be caught, and populations of
some species such as right whales are dready recovering. The Vienna Convention of 1985
and the Montrea Protocol of 1987 provide for the phasing-out of CFC production by
industriaized countries, and their replacement by other gases. As a result, the tonnage of
CFCs produced has dready dropped to athird of what it used to be, and the problem of
the ozone layer should eventually be resolved. But even if dl CFC production were stopped
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tomorrow, it would still take the best part of a century for ozone levels to return to normal.®

Other problems such as the greenhouse effect are going to be much more difficult to
solve, and will require some painful and difficult decisions. According to the Rio Convention
of 1992, the sgnatory nations agreed to stabilize their greenhouse gas emissons at 1990
levels by the year 2000; but hardly any country will achieve that target. Less ambitious
targets were st at the Kyoto Summit in 1997, when the developed countries pledged to
reduce their emissions by 5% below 1990 levels by the year 2012; but aready doubts are
beginning to surface whether these new targets will be met. The limitation of greenhouse gas
emissons implies redtrictions on the use of fossl fuels for power generation and transport,
which could have severe effects on the economic life of the country, and limit economic
growth. Thisislikely to generate serious opposition from industry.

One proposa has been the impostion of a ‘carbon tax’ on the use of fuds containing
carbon. This would provide an economic incentive for people to limit their use of energy, or
else switch to renewable energy sources. Industriad lobbyists argue, however, that such atax
would make fuel and eectric power more expensive, and reduce the competitiveness of the
country in internationa trade, as compared with other countries which do not have the tax.
Thus the proposals for a carbon tax have so far been defeated everywhere.

This example illusrates how hard it is to implement difficult decisons under an
international system of voluntary consensus. If one country introduces a carbon tax and
another does not, the second country gains an unfair cost advantage in internationa trade,
and the whole system bresks down. Once again, there is an urgent need for a properly
organized internationd parliament, where knotty decisons of this sort can be fully debated,
and binding regulations can be formulated which will apply equaly to dl nations. The present
system of reaching voluntary agreements under UN auspices is inadequate. To make the
‘hard yards on environmenta issues, our globd village needs a more effective village
coundl.

Another obvious function of a world federation would be to administer the ‘globa
commons for the benefit of dl. These are the areas of mankind' s environment which belong
to no sngle nation, such as the oceans, the skies, and outer gace, where every nation
should enjoy smilar rights and accept smilar obligations. Eventudly, no doubt, Antarctica
should belong in the same category. Many international conventions have aready been
ratified concerning these areas, such as the international Law of the Sea, which was arrived
a after many years of negotiaionsin the United Nations.

Trade, Development and Finance

The volume of internationd trade and finance has increased to a staggering extent over
recent years. A household in Audrdia, for instance, might own a car made in Japan, a
washing-machine made in Germany, and a persona computer made in Tawan. Mgor
corporations are al transnationa nowadays in their operations and outlook: a company with
headquarters in New York may be looking to build a plant and expand its business in
Thaland or China, or wherever labour is chegpest. Busnessmen (and women) have
become, willy-nilly, citizens of the world who may be required & a moment’s natice to fly
oversess to attend a business meeting or convention. It used to be said that when Wall
Street sneezes, the rest of the world catches cold, but now you have to keep an eye on the
Nikkei index aswdll.

All around the world, the current trend is towards lower tariffs and decreased barriersto
trade, with the am of achieving grester efficiency and productivity, and grester prosperity
for dl. A world federation could contribute even more to this process by removing obstacles
and promoting trade, and providing better regulation of it. An example is provided by the
success of the European Community in promoting trade within the European region.
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There are ds0 severd problems in internationd commerce which cal for solution by
some world authority. One of them is the huge increase in speculation on the internationa
currency market, which has a destabilizing effect on world affairs. Internaiond transactions
have reached an dmogt frightening level, so that the centrd banks have become amost
powerless to contral the tide of money. The foreign exchange transactions recorded by the
Bank of International Settlements now amount to around $1 trillion every single day. A
single speculator on the New Y ork market, dedling hundreds of millions of dollars a atime,
can have a sgnificant effect on the vaue of nationd currencies, and manipulate the market to
his own advantage. Thus George Soras made his reputation and his fortune in 1992 when he
defested the Bank of England by betting againgt the British pound. Even the Federd
Reserve Bark in America cannot control or withstand the market as a whole. One of the
useful functions of a world federation might be to dow down and gabilize the speculaive
flow of money by imposng a smdl tax on internationd transactions. In the long run, the
problem would be diminated by the ingtitution of asingle globa currency.

Another problem is that of tax evason schemes such as ‘trandfer pricing’, whereby
corporations book their profits in some foreign tax haven rather than in the country where
they were earned, in order to avoid paying their proper taxes at home. A world authority
would be able to diminate such abuses.

One serious palitica and mord dilemmais the so-called *North-South’ problem, or the
ongoing transfer of resources from te underdeveloped Third World to the industridized
nations. The Third World nations of Latin America and Africa have borrowed many hillions
of dollars for development purposes, and now find themselves unable to repay the debt.
Prices for commodities such as ail have fdlen, and internationd interest rates have often
risen, and so these countries are unable even to pay the interest on their loans. Like afamily
that has taken out too large a mortgage to buy a house, they are in a debt trap, and the
consequence is poverty and hardship for their people. The nations of sub-Saharan Africa,
excluding South Africa, currently owe some $220 hillion in externa debt, about four times
their annua export income. Nearly 20% of their export income goes to servicing the loans,
and dill they have falen into arrears to the tune of about $60 hillion.® In 1993, African
governments paid $402 million more to the Internationa Monetary Fund than they received
from it.*° From time to time large chunks of Third World debt have been written off, asin
the Mexican debt crisis, but after awhile the same problem aways seems to recur.

Problems such as these transcend nationd boundaries. Powerful globa ingtitutions have
aready been created, such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The germ of a world currency has appeared in the Specid Drawing Rights issued by the
IMF. Regular financid conventions are held, leading to agreements such as the Generd
Agreement on Taiffs and Trade (GATT). It is only a naturd extensgon of these
developments to look for a world parliament to provide better oversight and regulation of
internationa trade and finance. Then we could aso undertake the difficult and thorny task of
redirecting some small extra fraction of the world's resources towards development of the
poorer countries, and relief for the millions living in wretchedness and poverty, or facing
premature degth from starvation or manutrition.

Health, Education and Welfare

Internationa organizations have a mgor role to play in welfare aress, as dready
witnessed by by the invaluable work of UN agencies such as the World Hedlth Organization
(WHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the UN Educationa Scientific
and Cultura Organization (UNESCO).

The World Hedth Organization had its most famous triumph when it succeeeded in
eradicating smdlpox from the world. The only remaining examples of the bacterium are held
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in laboratories in England and Russa The WHO aso mounted a campaign to eradicate
maaria by spraying the mosquitos which act as vectors for the disease. This program had
much initial success, but was not completed, and mdariais now as prevaent as ever. New
outbreaks of diseases such as hepatitis and tuberculosis have occurred as by-products of
the drug culture; and AIDS has presented an entirdly new and frightening public hedlth
problem. New international programs with increased resources are needed to control these
diseases.

The Food and Agriculture Organization, dong with many nortgovernment organizations
such as Oxfam and World Vison, form the bulwark againgt famine and land degradation in
the Third World. They are dways there when drought or famine srike in Somdia or
Maozambique, struggling heroicaly to meet the crisis on a shoestring budget. It is crysta clear
that the world community is faling to meet its obligations, however, when it requires the
efforts of the pop-star Bob Geldof to raise enough money to save hundreds of thousands of
Eritreans from deeth by starvation. The US aid budget has falen to 0.2% of GNP, against
the UN target figure of 0.7%. Many other nations are dropping towards a smilar level.
Once again, a more effective world organization with grester resources is urgently required
to do aproper jobinthisarea

Justice

Year after year, stories of killings, rapes, torture, arbitrary imprisonment and other gross
violations of individud rights and libertiesfill the world news. Bosniaand Rwanda are merdly
the latest in an endless cata ogue of atrocities.

The United Nations does its best to prevent these crimes against humanity. The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights was adopted by the Generd Assembly in 1948, and a large
number of internationa conventions have been agreed dnce then, as we shal see later. UN
resol utions have repeatedly condemned abuses of human rights such as the gpartheid régime
in South Africa; but a country can dways disregard a UN resolution with impunity, if it does
not mind the mora opprobrium of its neighbours. South Africa and Isragl did so for years.
To act as an effective guardian of peopl€' s rights, aworld judicia system is required, with
the jurisdiction and authority to uphold at least an agreed minimum set of basic human rights
and dignities.

At amore mundane levd, there is a need for an international police force to control the
rigng tide of internationa crime. Drug-smuggling, terrorism, and internationd fraud are
common problems, and even the ancient trade of piracy ill occurs here and there.
Organized international crime syndicates such as the Mafia and the Triads seem to be on the
increase. A joint police force more effective than Interpol is required to combeat these
threats.

Science and Technol ogy

Scientific research hes dready become a globa enterprise, and a very expensive one at
that. In many fiedsit is becoming impossible for any single nation, except perhgps the USA,
to afford the facilities needed to remain at the cutting edge of internationa research.

This prohibitive increase in cost firgt occurred in the fidld of particle physics. Theworld's
premier accelerator [aboratory at the moment is the European Centre for Nuclear Research,
CERN, located near Geneva. Its main accelerator cost some $1.4 hillion, and occupies a
tunnel 27 kilometres in length hollowed out benegth the Jura mountains. The US at one sage
st out to surpass CERN and build the next generation accelerator, dubbed the
‘ Superconducting Super Collider’ (SSC) in atunne 50 kilometres in diameter near the town
of Waxahachie in Texas. After spending $1.5 billion and dmost completing the tunnel
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excavations, Congress discovered that the estimated tota cost had risen to $12 hillion, and
decided to cancel the whole project. Many man-years of effort were thus wasted, and the
whole fidld was dedt a blow from which it has till not recovered. Any future accelerators,
cogting such enormous sums of money, can only be built as co-operative ventures between
many different nations.

A dmilar gtuation is becoming evident in other aress of science. Smdl nationd facilities
become obsolete and are closed down, in favour of a few larger and more expensive
facilities made available for internationa use. In astronomy, the Europeans are co-operating
again to build the European Southern Observatory on a mountain-top in Chile. In space
science, the US and Russa are collaborating to save money, and the planned Internationd
Space Station will be ajoint venture of many nations. Even in biology, the human genome
project will involve extensve internationa collaboration.

It is time that a Single internationd research council and funding agency was st up to
decide which mgor building projects should be funded, and where they should be built.
Then the money available could be spent more wisdly, and the facilities could be spread
more equitably among the contributing nations. The European ‘ Framework’ programme for
scientific research, which currently disgposes of about $4 billion per year, provides an
example of what might be done.

Science involves universd truths, which transcend nationa boundaries. Good scientists
are drawn from every race and creed, and they aready form a very cohesive internationa
community. At huge esablishments like CERN, research workers from probably fifty
different countries are present a any one time, al working together on their experiments.
They dready belong to a‘globd village' of their own.

Conclusions

Mogt of our discussons have concentrated on the globa difficulties and problems which
need to be tackled by a ‘village council’; but there are dso many great opportunities for
progress and advancement on offer. The potentia benefits of world federation are huge. It
may well take decades or even centuries for the full advantages to flow through, but in the
long run we can look for the complete abalition of nuclear wegpons, and even an end to the
whole inditution of large-scale organized warfare. The scarce resources and scientific
expertise which are presently devoted to armaments can be redirected to more worthwhile
ends. The globa environment can be cleaned and repaired, and the human population
dabilized at asensble level, 0 that we can dl live in pleasant and comfortable surroundings.
The worst evils of absolute poverty and starvation in the Third World can be diminated, and
minimum levels of hedth, education and human rights can be established throughout the
globe, giving room for millions of human beings to reach ther full potentid. These are not
utopian pipe-dreams. the phenomend advances of the nations of South-East ASain recent
decades have shown what can be done. Internationd trade, travel, and business enterprises
of dl sorts would flourish as never before. Then we can look forward to a new era of peace
and plenty, and to a new stage in the advance of human civilization.

The same bright picture of the future was painted by H.G. Wells more than seventy years
ago in his great work The Outline of History: ™
“There can be little question that the attainment of a federation of all humanity,
together with a sufficient measure of social justice, to ensure health, education, and a
rough measure of equality of opportunity to most of the children born into the world,
would mean such a release and increase of human energy as to open a new phase in
human history.”



